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P-ROCE-EDI-NGS
9:56 a. m

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  All right. The
next case on our calendar is a Fact-Finding
Heari ng regarding an application for a manager's
license. And that's for M. Mhaned Azab.

Since this is a personnel -rel at ed
action, we like to ask if people not in this case
m ght step out just for this one hearing. This
i nvol ves an enpl oyee in question and we woul d ask
that people not in the case step out for a short
-- it will only be like probably 10, 15 m nutes
or so. Thank you.

Good norning, sir.

MR, AZAB: (Good norning.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Wul d you
identify yourself for the record, please?

MR AZAB: | am Mohaned Azab.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Okay. And you
have applied for a nanager's |icense?

MR AZAB: | have.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER. Okay. So we have

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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your witten application before us and we asked
you to cone in because sone things weren't clear
on the application. |In order for us to nmake a
deci sion, we wanted to give you the opportunity
to address them --

MR, AZAB: Sure.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER -- so we can have
a better understanding.

In general, | think your application
reveal s arrest for felony possession and cocai ne
and resisting a public officer, that's at |least a
coupl e of them

So we wonder if you coul d address your
crimnal record?

MR AZAB: | --

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Madam Chair, |
woul d ask specifically that you address the
di sposition of those cases. You know, the arrest
is inmportant, but what is dispositive for us is
how t hey were adjudi cated and why, you know, and
how t hat comports with you saying that you were

not convicted. Conviction is the inportant

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

thing, sir.

MR, AZAB: Yes. | was not convicted,
but this happened about three years ago. The two
charges happened within a year of each other.

And it was just before that | had a clean record.

No history of crinme or violence or anything |ike

t hat .

| lived in North Carolina. | just
happened to be -- like |I made sonme unfortunate
decisions. | was hanging out with the wong

people and the two tines that it happened were
very small amounts. And | nean, it was wong and
unfortunate, but | have learned a lot fromit.
And | just got a |lawer for both of them and they
did a thing in North Carolina called a deferred
prosecution, so | was not convicted of the two
f el ony char ges.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  So what was the
out come? You were convicted with --

MR, AZAB: No. It was -- yes, | was
not convicted. They were --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

MR, AZAB:. -- deferred prosecution.
CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Deferred?

MR AZAB: Um hum

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR AZAB: So | did a drug program and

| did coomunity service. Conmunity service for

those things. And that was a few years ago. |'m
totally not -- | mean, it's enbarrassing,
obviously. It's something I'mnot -- | wasn't
raised to do. And | was, | nean, hangi ng out

with the wong people. And it was unfortunate.

But 1'm-- 1 just noved here to D.C
I"'mmarried. My wife got a pretty nice job here
in D.C. to further her career. | plan on staying
here hopefully and -- with her and I' m working
maybe a coupl e of years bartendi ng and hel p her
pay of f her student |oans.

And then hopefully -- | have talked to
ny lawyer in North Carolina and he told ne that--
" mnot sure howit works here in D.C., but |
plan on pursuing like a career in education. |

understand it does not | ook good on the sheet,

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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but that's not ny character. It was just a bad
string of time right when | turned 30.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  So you are
referring to being arrested for a snall
possessi on of cocaine, right?

MR AZAB: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Where was the
arrest? Was it in sonebody's house? Wis it in a
car?

MR. AZAB: The first one was a girl
was driving ny car and she hit a tree and I -- we
were both outside of the car. A police officer
canme to see if we were okay. He asked us who was
driving. | didn't answer right away and | had
sonmet hing on ne and he grabbed nme and arrested ne
and said | was resisting arrest.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR AZAB: And that was the first one.
And then the second one, | was in sonmebody's
house not doi ng anything crazy, but | was w ong.
| did have sonmething on nme. | was inside the

house and the police officer was outside the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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house. He had told ne to stop while | was
wal ki ng i nside the house and | didn't think that
| would have to do anything, because the officer
was outside and | was inside and he cane inside
t he house, so yeah.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER. Ckay. And one
ot her question. The results being not convicted,
but deferred prosecution. That's sonething |I'm
not that famliar with. You actually did
sonething. You served -- | nean, you did
comunity service or you did -- right? You
weren't convicted, but you did have to serve out

sonme kind of a community service or something

i ke that?

MR AZAB: | did.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Yes. Ckay.
Maybe that's a North Carolina thing. | don't

know. Maybe it is --

MEMBER SHORT: It happens here in
D.C., too.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: It happens? The

same thing. You don't get the conviction. Ckay.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Ckay. So you are not --

MR. AZAB: Again, | didn't even know
if | should have a |awer with ne. They were --
the case or the cases weren't dropped and | nean,
it's very --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR, AZAB. -- enbarrassing. M
stomach is in knots to even --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR, AZAB: | don't tell anybody about
this, because it's -- | can't reiterate enough
how enbarrassing it is to have a crimnal record.
| nean, | made it all the way to 30. | lived in
a fewdifferent places in Jersey City and in
North Carolina and | haven't really been --
that's not ny character is what |'m saying.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  Okay. And | just
want to ask, how many years ago was this?

MR AZAB: This was in 2011 and 2012,
so about three years ago.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  All right.

O hers have questions?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MEMBER SHORT: | do.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | do, but I'Il let
M. Short ask first.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: M. Short? Ckay.

MEMBER SHORT: Good norning, sir.

MR. AZAB: Good norning, sir.

MEMBER SHORT: And you were 30 years-
ol d?

MR AZAB: | was. | just turned 30,
yes.

MEMBER SHORT: And up until that time
you didn't have any crimnal record?

MR AZAB: Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: Well, I'ma person who
does -- | do truly believe in redenption. And
now that you are saying to us that the Judge
t hought enough of you to give you a second
chance, |, as a Board Menber, | personally as a
Board Menber, after hearing your conpelling
testi nony about a famly and starting working,
and you seemto be very truthful and we

appreciate you comng forth. | knowit's

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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enbarrassi ng.

MR. AZAB: Thank you.

MEMBER SHORT: And hopefully you won't
have any nore problens like this for the rest of
your |ife know ng what happens when people are
stopped by the police. ay. Al right. Thank
you, Madam Chair, that's all | have. Thank you.

MR. AZAB: Thank you, sir.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Good norning. Just
one qui ck questi on.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: M. Al berti .

MEMBER ALBERTI: Wen you said you had
a smal |l anmpbunt, what was the small amount in both
cases?

MR AZAB: In both cases it was |ike
kind of |like what was in the -- what is in the
bag. Like the dust that's in the bag. Nothing
li ke --

MEMBER ALBERTI: Less than a granf

MR. AZAB: Yes, way |less than a gram

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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| accept the

MR, AZAB: Not very rmuch

MEMBER ALBERTI : Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: M. Brooks?

MEMBER BROOKS: Yes. Thank you, Madam
Chair. Resisting a public officer. How nmany
occasions did that happen?

MR, AZAB: Honestly, sir,
charges that they put on ne, but | nmean in both
cases, | really wasn't fighting an officer or
resisting an officer.

MEMBER BROOKS: So there was two
cases?

MR AZAB: Yes.

MEMBER BROOKS: And how far apart were
they as far as --

MR, AZAB: About a year. About a
year.

VMEMBER BROOKS: About a year?

MR AZAB: Yes.

MEMBER BROOKS: And so there was two
charges, resisting a public officer.

MR, AZAB: Yes.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433 Washington DC
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MEMBER BROCOKS: Ckay.

MR, AZAB: But | can honestly tell you
| did not. | nean --

MEMBER BROOKS: Then why did they
charge you with that?

MR. AZAB: The first one, |ike |
didn't want to say right out that the girl was
driving the car. And | guess he didn't even go
after the girl. He cane right after with nme like
stuttering like | amright now, he grabbed ne,
put cuffs on nme, went through nmy pockets and
arrested nme and said | was resisting arrest.

And then the other one, | was inside
of a person's house not doing anything and then |
was wal ki ng through and the police officer was
outside. He told ne to stop, but | was -- |
didn't think a cop could tell you from outside
t he house what to do. He cane in and arrested ne
and said | was resisting arrest.

MEMBER BROOKS: kay. And are you
wor ki ng now?

MR, AZAB: Yes, | work right down the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
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street at Conpass Rose. | don't even work
weekends or last night. 1'monly getting the
manager's license to close on Monday ni ghts.

MEMBER BROOKS: kay. Thank you,
Madam Chai r.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Okay. Qhers?
Yes, M. Rodriguez?

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: M. Azab, of the
responsi bilities that you have --

MR, AZAB: Yes, Sir.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: -- as a nmanager --

MR AZAB: Yes.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: -- that's what |I'm
concerned about. And | just want to nake sure
t hat you understand how i nportant your duties
are.

MR AZAB: | do.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: And particularly
young people comng into the establishnment, nmaybe
sone times already under the influence. You need
to be able to ascertain who you are going to

serve and who you are not going to serve. So

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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those are things you need to think about. And we

are very, very concerned about underage drinking
in the establishments. So | want you to keep an
eye on that, okay?

MR, AZAB: | appreciate it. |
finished ny TIPS training. W do cater to an
ol der crowd where | work, but also |I'mvery
alert. | have worked seven years in a bar in
North Carolina wthout any --

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Ri ght.

MR AZAB: -- ALE in North Carolina
wi t hout any infractions.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Ri ght. Ckay.

MR, AZAB: It was a college town, so
| understand the inportance of that and keepi ng
control of it.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Ckay. You
under stand your duties then?

MR, AZAB: Oh, yeah, absolutely.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Ckay.

MR, AZAB: | take it very seriously.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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paper

sai d,

(202) 234-4433

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. M.

Silverstein?

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: M. Azab, ny

concern was, that what we had here, there was no

clear -- it was unclear what the disposition
cases were. You laid that out for us. |'m good
with this.

MR, AZAB: | appreciate it.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: | w sh you wel |
and | hope that you nove forward in your career

and your life and do well.

MR. AZAB: Thank you.
MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN.  Thank you, sir.
CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay. Yes, |

like to say that | knowit's difficult for

you to cone in here, but I nmean we're gl ad that

we called you and didn't just | ook at a piece of

that, you know, had sonme felonies on it and
you know.
MR AZAB: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER. Okay. So, yes,

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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|"mready to nove that we approve this
application for a manager's |icense.

MEMBER SHORT: | second. Second.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: M. Short has
seconded the notion.

Al'l those in favor say aye.

ALL: Aye.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  All those
opposed? All those abstaining? The notion
passes 6-0-0. Ckay.

MR AZAB: Thanks.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Ch, wait. Okay.
Yes, | guess you don't have to --

MEMBER ALBERTI: Hang on. [|f you want
your |icense today, you can --

MR, AZAB: Yes, | would |ove to.

MEMBER ALBERTI: -- wait --

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Okay. W're
signing off.

MEMBER ALBERTI: -- in the office and
they will have the paperworKk.

MR, AZAB: | thank you all

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
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CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: You're wel come.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  We wi sh you the
best of | uck.

MEMBER ALBERTI : Thanks for comng in.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: You have to go out
t hrough the | obby to get there.

MR AZAB: Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Sure.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN. M. Azab, we are
signing this.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER. W are signing

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  And you will get
it. You will get a copy of this after we sign it
and then you can take it.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | just told him He
is going to the office.

MR AZAB: (kay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

(Wher eupon, the Fact-Finding Hearing

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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in the above-entitled matter was concl uded at

10: 09 a. m)
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